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The  number  of  livestock  slaughtering  establishments  with  an  output 
of  300,  000  pounds  or  more  live  weight  cinnually  in  the  United  States 
totaled  3,217  on  March  1,  1955,  compared  with  3,  238  on  May  1,  1950, 
according  to  information  assembled  by  the  Crop  Reporting  Board.  Sev- 
eral tables  are  presented  in  this  report  showing  the  number  of  livestock 
slaughtering  plants  by  States,  the  number  of  pleuits  slaughtering  each 
species  or  combination  of  species  and  maps  showing  the  geographical 
location  of  the  plants. 

On  March  1,  1955,  455  establishments,  or  14  percent,  wereunder 
Federal  inspection  compared  with  441,  or  14  percent,  onMay  1,  1950. 
The  plants  not  under  Federal  inspection  totaled  2,  762  compared  with 
2,  797  in  1950.  Of  this  nxmiber,  952,  or  nearly  30  percent  of  the  total, 
were  non-inspected  "wholesale"  plants.  This  compares  with  725,  or 
22  percent  of  the  total,  in  1950.  The  remaining  1,  SlOplcUits  were  in  the 
"local"  slaughtering  plant  group  which  accounted  for  56  percent  of  the 
total  important  plants.    In  1950,  2,072,  or  64  percent,  were  inthis  group. 

The  number  of  federally  inspected  establishments  represents  all 
plants  which  slaughter  animals  under  inspection  conducted  by  the  Meat 
Inspection  Branch  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  The 
plants  not  xinder  Federal  inspection  are  divided  into  two  categories, 
"wholesale"  and  "local",  according  to  size  of  operations.  The  "whole- 
sale" establishments  include  principally  those  plants  slaughtering  over 
2  million  pounds  live  weight  annually.  The  "local"  grouD  generally  in- 
cludes plants  whose  annual  slaughter  is  less  than  2  million  pounds  live 
weight  but  more  than  3  00,  000  povmds.  In  addition,  there  are  several 
thousand  "butchers"  slaughtering  less  than  300,  000  pounds  live  weight 
per  year. 

The  percentage  of  the  1954  total  commercial  slaughter  compared 
with  1950  that  was  done  by  the  establishments  under  Federal  inspection 
and  the  "wholesale"  and  "local"plant8  not  under  Federal  inspection  is 
as  follows:  Cattle  98  percent  in  1954  and  97  percent  in  1950;  calves  96 
and  93;  hogs  96  and  97;  and  sheep  and  lambs  99  amd  99. 

In  1954,  78  percent  of  the  total  live  weight  of  all  four  species  slaugh- 
tered commercially  was  slaughtered  in  f  ederally  inspected  establish- 
ments.   This  compares  with  79  percentin  1950.    The  percentage  of  the 


total  live  weight  of  livestock  slaughtered  commercially  that  was  done 
by  federally  inspected  establishments  by  species  in  1954  and  1950  is 
as  follows:   Cattle  76  and  76;  calves  60  and  59;  hogs  83  and  85;  and 
sheep  and  lambs  89  and  92. 

Of  the  455  federally  inspected  establishments,  over  41  percent  are 
located  in  two  regions,  the  North  Atlantic  and  EJast  North  Central.  The 
Pacific  Region  has  about  17  percent  of  the  total  federally  inspected 
slaughter  establishments,  with  California  accounting  for  12  percent  of 
the  United  States  total. 

The  non-federally  inspected  "wholesale"  plants  tend  to  be  more 
numerous  in  the  Eastern  and  Southern  States.    The  East  North  Central 
Region  has  258  of  these  plajits,  or  about  27  percent  of  the  total.  Ohio 
with  83  and  Michigcin  with  82  plants  account  for  over  half  of  these  plants 
in  this  region.    The  South  Central  Region  has  nearly  20  percent  of  the 
United  States  total  non-federally  inspected  "wholesale"  slaughter  plants, 
while  the  North  Atlantic  Region  has  about  18  percent  of  the  total. 

The  North  Atlantic  Region  accounts  for  24  percent  of  the  United  States 
total  "local"  slaughter  plants,  with  217  of  these  plants  located  in  Pennsyl- 
vania.   The  East  North  Central  Region  has  23  percent,  while  the  South 
Central  Region  has  21  percent  of  the  total  local  plants. 

Slaughtering  establishments  operating  on  March  1  have  been  classi- 
fied according  to  the  species  slaughtered  during  1954.    To  obtcdn  the 
number  of  plants  slaughtering  a  given  species,  it  is  necessary  to  combine 
the  plants  slaughtering  all  4  species  and  the  number  of  plants  in  the  various 
combinations  slaughtering  that  species.    For  example,  to  obtain  the  number 
of  pleints  slaughtering  cattle  and  calves,  it  is   necessary  to  combine  the 
plants  slaughtering  all  4  species  with  those  slaughtering  cattle,  calves  and 
hogs;  cattle  and  calves  only;  ajid  cattle  and  calves  and  sheep  and  lambs. 
No  separation  has  been  made  of  plants  slaughtering  cattle,  but  not  calves, 
or  of  plants  slaughtering  calves  and  not  cattle. 

Of  the  3,  217  establishments,  954,  or  30  percent  of  the  pleuats, 
slaughtered  all  four  species  in  1954  --  cattle,  calves,  sheep  and  lambs 
auid  hogs.    This  combination  tends  to  be  more  important  in  the  Moxintain 
and  Pacific  Regions,  where  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  plants  in  these  two 
regions  slaughtered  all  4  species. 

Plants  slaughtering  only  cattle  and  calves  comprised  about  16  percent 
of  the  total  for  the  three  groups.    Plants  slaughtering  cattle  and  calves  were 
more  numerous  in  the  North  Atlantic  and  East  North  Central  Regions,  where 
nearly  one-fourth  of  the  plants  fall  within  this  classification  in  each  region. 
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Plants  slaughtering  cattle,  calves  and  hogs  accounted  for  about  41  per- 
cent of  all  the  plants  reported  in  the  three  major  slaughter  groups.  This 
classification  is  the  most  common  for  the  United  States,  as  well  as  in  most 
regions.    In  the  South  Atlantic  Region,  65  percent  of  the  plajits  and  in  the 
South  Central  Region  64  percent  fell  into  this  class. 

A  larger  proportion  of  slaughtering  plants  kill  cattle,  calves  and  sheep 
and  lambs  in  the  North  Atlantic  and  East  North  Central  Regions  thsm  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.    For  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  about  8  percent  of 
the  plants  fovuid  in  the  three  major  slaughter  groups  were  classified  as 
slaughtering  cattle,  calves  and  sheep  and  lambs  in  1954.    The  North  Atlantic 
Region  had  19  percent  of  its  plants  in  this  classification,  while  the  East  North 
Central  Region  showed  10  percent  of  its  plants  slaughtering  this  combination. 

A  little  more  thaai  4  percent  of  the  slaughtering  plants  in  the  United 
States  killed  hogs  aLlone.    These  plants  tend  to  be  more  concentrated  in  the 
States  bordering  on  or  near  the  Eastern  metropolitaxi  centers.  Slaughter 
plants  killing  just  hogs  and  sheep  are  rather  insignificant.    There  were 
only  3  such  plants  in  the  United  States  all  located  in  the  East  North  Central 
States.    There  were  5  plants  which  slaughtered  sheep  and  lambs  alone. 
These  plants  are  located  in  the  East  North  Central  Region. 

Of  the  455  federally  inspected  establishments,  147,  or  32  percent, 
slaughtered  all  four  species       cattle,  calves,  sheep  and  hogs.  Establish- 
ments slaughtering  only  cattle  and  calves  totaled  119,  or  26  percent  of  the 
total  federally  inspected  establishments.    There  were  81  establishments 
which  kill  cattle,  calves  and  hogs,  and  73  plants  which  kill  cattle,  calves 
and  sheep.    There  were  33  slaughtering  establishments  killing  hogs  alone. 

Of  the  952  non-fe4erally  inspected  "wholesale  plants",  340,  or  36  per- 
cent, slaughtered  all  four  species.    Plants  slaughtering  only  cattle  cind 
calves  totaled  129,  or  14  percent.    The  largest  class  was  plants  slaughter- 
ing cattle,  calves  and  hogs  which  has  357  plants,  or   38  percent  of  the  group. 
There  were  80  wholesale  plants  on  March  1955  which  slaughtered  cattle, 
calves  and  sheep  in  1954.    Plants  slaughtering  hogs  only  totaled  41,  while 
there  were  4  plants  that  slaughter  sheep  and  lambs  alone. 

Among  the  1,  810  non-f ederally  inspected  "local"  plants,  467  killed  all 
4  species,  a  little  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  total.    Plants  slaughtering 
only  cattle  and  calves  totaled  270,  about  15  percent  of  the  total.  Almost 
half  of  the  "local"  plants,  896,  slaughter  cattle,  calves  and  hogs.    The  112 
plants  which  kill  cattle,  calves  and  sheep  accoiinted  for  about  6  percent  of 
the  total.    There  were  64  plants  in  this  group  that  slaughter  hogs  alone, 
and  none  killing  only  sheep. 
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NUMBER  AND  LOCATION  OF  FEDERALLY  INSPECTED 
SLAUGHTER  PLANTS*  MARCH  1,1955 
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*  EXCLUDES  HORSE  SLAUGHTERING  PLANTS 
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JJJ^  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NEC.  1616-55  (5)    AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERV 


UNITBD  SfATK  DKPAITMHTT  0?  AGHICULTUIW  penalty  for  private  uee  to  aroid 

AGIICDLTUIIAL  MARrWIfTG  payment  of  postage  $300. 

WASHmTON,  D.  C. 
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